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National Burn Awareness Week

February 6-12, 2011

Fact Sheet

The National Gasoline Safety Project (www.StopGasFires.org) is working with parents and community groups nationwide to reduce burn injuries to children by promoting safe gasoline handling practices.

· February 6 to 12 is National Burn Awareness Week, an annual event occuring the first full week in February.
· [Name of organization] is working with the National Gasoline Safety Project to stop gasoline fires in [name of community].  Activities planned include [list planned activities].
· Gasoline is dangerous and highly flammable; its vapors can explode.
· Gasoline burn injuries are not directly tracked, but the National Electronic Injury Surveillance System estimates 1,500 children a year are injured or killed in gasoline fires, according to monitored hospital admissions. Overall, approximately 14,500 people die every year from burn injuries and burn-related infections.

· The goal of the National Gasoline Safety Project is to reduce burn injuries to children. The Project is sponsored by the Portable Fuel Container Manufacturers Association in partnership with Shriners Hospitals for Children and Safe Kids USA.

· The National Gasoline Safety Project is reaching out to parents, because parents buy gasoline, decide where and how to store it at home, and teach their children – through what they say and what they do -- how to handle gasoline.
· The National Gasoline Safety Project funded an independent survey of parents in 2008. The survey of 1,009 parents nationwide (with a margin of error of +/- 3.1%) found:

· The vast majority of parents (80%) do not use gasoline to start fires.

· Even parents who do use gasoline know the practice is not safe and worry about risks to their children. Parents know that gasoline is extremely flammable and the vapors can explode.

· Parents who use gasoline to start fires mistakenly think it’s a normal thing to do. Approximately three-fourths (72%) of parents who use gas to start fires state that they think it is a common behavior — when in fact it is not.
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