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Gas Can Conversation: Activity Guide

PURPOSE

The purpose of this activity is to encourage participants to follow standard safety precautions for handling gasoline. Research by the National Gasoline Safety Project (NGSP) shows most parents are very familiar with gasoline safety basics. However, gasoline is a common household substance, and its routine use may lead some people to ignore the safety guidelines, putting themselves – and their children – at risk. 

This activity is designed to reinforce safe behaviors and to underscore the fact that most parents – 80% -- do NOT use gasoline to start fires. The small percentage of parents that do mix gas and fire tend to believe that this unsafe behavior is something “everybody” does. It is not. Most parents don’t use gas to start fires because they know how dangerous gasoline is, that it is extremely flammable and its vapors can explode.

AUDIENCE

This activity is appropriate to include as part of a fire safety presentation to groups of adults or children.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED

· This activity guide. It includes information you will need for the activity, including a list of standard gasoline safety precautions.

· A clean, empty, portable gasoline container. Make sure it is a container that meets industry safety standards – it will be bright red plastic and will have the safety standards imprinted on the side.

· A StopGasFire poster, flyer, or hangtag printout. You can download the materials at StopGasFires.org/organizers (click on the Materials tab).

· If audiovisual equipment is available, you may also want to use the StopGasFires presentation slides and the video of burn survivor Austin Bailiff. Both are available at StopGasFires.org/organizers.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Introduce the StopGasFires initiative. Let the audience know your organization is helping to stop gas fires nationwide. (If you have audiovisual equipment, you can use the StopGasFires presentation slides to introduce the initiative.)

2. Point to the StopGasFires poster, flyer or hangtag printout. 

3. Tell the audience that an estimated 1,500 children a year are injured or killed in a gasoline fire. (Source: U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission’s National Electronic Injury Surveillance System).

4. Show the gas can. 

5. Ask the audience, “How many people here have a similar gas can at home? Take note of how many people respond (“It looks like there’s a lot of people here who store gas at home,” or “It looks like only a few people here store gas at home.”)

6. Ask the audience, “What safety precautions should people use around gasoline?” Give enough time for several people to offer their opinions about gasoline safety. If you’d like, write them down on a flipchart or whiteboard. 

Don’t agree or disagree with their opinions; however, if someone says something clearly wrong, you may want to ask, “Do others think that is a safe way to handle gas?”

· TIP: If no one speaks, use prompts such as:

· Where should gasoline be stored?

· What makes gasoline dangerous?

7. Hand the gasoline container to an audience member. Ask him/her to look at the safety precautions imprinted on the can and see whether any precautions have been missed. When they are finished, ask them to pass it around so other audience members can check the side of the can.

TIP: 

· If you are presenting to children, you may have to explain some of the terms (such as vapors, siphon, or static electricity). If you see puzzled faces, you may want to ask questions such as, “Does anyone know what vapors are?” Be sure not to ask children directly; they may be embarrassed if they don’t know the answer.

· If you are presenting to adults, don’t be surprised if the audience has correctly given all the safety precautions. Our research shows most people have the safety knowledge; the purpose of the activity is to reinforce the behaviors.
8. While the audience is passing around the can, read the safety precautions (you can find them on the last page of this guide). Then ask the audience, “Did any of these precautions surprise you?” 

TIP: 

· As you are talking, be sure to emphasize any tips the audience did not bring up.
· If the audience knew most or all of the safety precautions, you can congratulate them on their expertise. Say something like, “This group clearly knows a lot about gasoline safety. That’s great. I hope every one of you will go out today and share what you know so we can stop gas fires in our community.”
9. Wrap up the activity by reading the audience this script:

Gasoline is part of our every day lives. We use it to fuel our cars, and we keep it at home for lawnmowers and other motorized equipment. Because we handle it so frequently, some people may ignore its dangers. But the dangers are real. As we talked about earlier today, gasoline is extremely flammable, and its vapors can explode. People who ignore these risks put themselves and anyone around them at risk. In a gasoline fire, those lucky enough to survive can face years of painful recovery and lifelong scarring and health issues. That’s why 80 percent of parents don’t use gas to start fires. Parents know gasoline is dangerous and that it is their job to protect their children. 
10. If you are showing the video of Austin Bailiff, do so now. Otherwise, continue on to the rest of your fire-safety presentation, or thank the audience and end the program.
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GASOLINE SAFETY STANDARDS�


Gasoline is extremely flammable. Vapors can explode.





Keep out of reach or use by children.





Harmful or fatal if swallowed.





Never use gas to start a fire. May cause severe injury or death.





Keep away from heat sources.





Avoid prolonged breathing of vapors.





Do not store in your vehicle or living space.





Always store and use in a well ventilated area.





Vapors can be ignited by a spark or flame source many feet away.





Keep away from flame, pilot light, stoves, heaters, electrical motors, and other sources of ignition. 





Do not siphon gasoline by mouth. Gas is harmful or fatal if swallowed. If swallowed, do not induce vomiting. Call your physician immediately.





 Always place container on the ground when filling to avoid static electricity ignition.





 Keep container closed when not in use.
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